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UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

● The Ontario government announced that closure of private schools has 

been extended to May 19, 2020. Publicly-funded schools will remain 

closed until at least May 31, 2020.  

● In order to maintain consistency with school-board practices, WISS 

teachers will ensure that the mark on any learning task will only 

be used in the final mark on the June report card if it improves 

the student’s overall mark from the mid-term Report Card. 
● Important dates: 

a. Last teaching day: June 1, culminating activities June 2-5. 

b. Report cards due: June 8 with student competitions on 

succeeding days in Business, Science, Technology - $$$ for 

Winners! 

c. End of school year: June 23. 

d. Graduation ceremony postponing to Fall. 

 

RESOURCES 
A recent webinar focused on online teaching strategies, tools, and new 

methods for engagement and participation. It was aimed at teachers who 

have suddenly made the shift to remote teaching and learning with little 

notice. There are useful reminders and references to resources in the slides 

which are available at. 

https://aurora-institute.org/event/lessons-from-advanced-online-teachers-a

nd-advice-for-getting-started-in-online-teaching/ 

 

WISS INITIATIVE 
As an added complement to our school, WISS is inaugurating a new 

venture in online schooling for students who wish to take a full-time or 

part-time program. We have learned a great deal during this emergency 

online teaching period of time and we have created a draft of the WISS 

Online Syllabus using much of what we learned. We look forward to 

success with our initiative.  
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READING DIGITAL TEXTS: Research 

The Brain Prefers Paper Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey in Educational 

Leadership, May 2020  

Recent research into reading digital texts should give us pause about using 

technology for complex reading tasks: 

Research indicates that, when a text is "comfortable"—easy for a student to 

read and understand—digital versions work just fine and are a good option. But 

when it comes to reading complex texts—the type that don't give up their 

meanings easily—readers understand and perform better when they read on 

paper… 

 

When we share such findings with educators, we often hear that the brains of 

"digital natives" have changed, that they read differently than we do. It's true 

that most toddlers today can pinch and swipe—but their brains haven't changed 

when it comes to reading. They read with the same neural areas that the rest 

of us do. 

 

And every brain still needs to be taught to read anew. There's no reading gene 

that passes from one generation to the next. Brains have to learn to read—and 

some of the texts those brains encounter will provoke struggle. We mean the 

good kind of struggle, when you have to reread, talk with others, revise your 

thinking, and so on. Grappling with a text that demands such struggle appears 

to be better managed when it's on paper. 

 

The researchers we've referred to believe that our ability to recall, retrieve, and 

locate what we've just read is tied to the physical layout of the text. They 

speculate that spatial representation of text, which involves the ability to 

remember where you read something previously so you can go back and review 

it, is more difficult when a reader is scrolling digitally. 

 

You have undoubtedly frequently looked back through the pages of a magazine 

or book to refer to something you'd read earlier. It's a bit more difficult to find 

the place when scrolling through a long digital text; instead, you must use the 

search function. Our brains seem to stack information in print, which helps us 

remember things. 

Read the whole article and watch the video - a real eye opener! 

http://www.ascd.org/ 

The most technologically efficient machine that man has ever 

invented is the book. Northrop Frye 
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