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UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

● The Ontario government announced that public and private schools will 

not reopen in June. Students who were on track to graduate from high 

school before schools closed in March will graduate. The government 

says they are planning to reopen schools for the 2020-21 school year. 

When schools reopen, there will be increased safety protocols and 

enhanced virtual learning programs in place.  

 

GIVE A BIG HAND TO ... 
Daisy … Josh ... Noki … Ruyi … Shirley … Yeah!

 

 

These students have had excellent weekly Progress Reports that 

show consistent effort and achievement in these last weeks. 

Both their learning skills and their grades reflect their hard work. All 

students can model their work habits on these students.  

  

FINAL STUDENT PROJECTS 

Students have started working on their projects and assignments for their 

final evaluation. Teachers planned many varied, exciting projects for them:  

Management Report, Game Project, Electronic Design, Restaurant 

Project, Business Report, Skyscraper Design, Antiviral Drug, 

Alternative Fuel Sources, Essay, Presentation, Social Issue Play, 

Monologue, Historical Analysis.  

Students are hard at work. Their projects will be evaluated in early June.  
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RESOURCE 

Looking for a cool visual aid to support students'— or educators'— 

understanding of brain science? Take a look at this interactive anatomy of 

the human brain (https://bit.ly/3dcL1O3) from the Marian Koshland Science 

Museum. A fun tool to play with—and learn from! 

FACTS & TRENDS: Anxiety in children 

 A recent article in The Atlantic, The Anxious Child and the Crisis of Modern 

Parenting, puts a fine point on a trend in adolescent depression that is 

instructive for teachers and parents. A few excerpts: 

● “After remaining more or less flat in the 1970s and ‘’80s rates of adolescent 

depression declined slightly from the early ‘90s through the mid-aughts. 

Shortly thereafter, though, they started climbing, and they haven’t stopped. 

Many studies confirm this: … from 2007 to 2017, the percentage of 

12-to-17-year olds who had experienced a major depressive episode in the 

previous year shot up from 8 percent to 13 percent - meaning that, in the 

span of a decade, the number of severely depressed teenagers went from 2 

million in the U.S to 3.2 million. Among girls, the rate was even higher; in 

2017, one in five reported experiencing major depression.  

● “Health professionals don’t understand it fully; one said, “I don’t know that 

anyone does.” 

● “Research has found that the overall associations between screen time and 

adolescent well-being range from relatively small to nonexistent.”  

● Social media is an important factor for kids “... who are already at risk of 

anxiety and depression. … the emergence of a new kind of digital divide, in 

which differences in online experiences are amplifying risks among the 

already-vulnerable. For instance, kids who are anxious are more likely than 

other kids to be bullied - and kids who are cyberbullied are much more likely 

to consider suicide. And for young people who are already struggling, online 

distractions can make retreating from offline life all too tempting, which can 

lead to deepening isolation and depression.”  

Lesson: parenting - and teachers in place of parents - have a critical role to play: 

“If we want to prepare our kids for difficult times, we should let them fail at 

things now, and allow them to encounter obstacles and to talk candidly about 

worrisome topics. … Our current approach to childhood doesn’t reduce basic human 

vulnerabilities. It exacerbates them.” The entire article is in the May, 2020 

edition.  

 

The best way to cheer yourself is to try to cheer someone else up. Mark Twain 
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