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MORE   CONGRATS!  
Some   of   our   students   have   received   offers   and   some   were   even   offered   scholarships.  

● Margaret   has   received   six   offers   including   one   from   a   very   competitive   business   school,  
Rotman   Commerce.  

● Ruyi   -   BA   Arts,   Queen’s   University  
Another   bow   is   in   order,   teachers.  
 

We’re   working   on   it.  
The   Progress   Report   is   being   revised   to   reduce   time   needed   to   enter   data   for   ‘lates’   and  
‘absences’.   Courtney   is   taking   the   lead   on   this   with   the   support   of   Mr.   Chambers.   We   expect   to  
have   a   timeline   for   completion   of   this   task   soon.   
 

POLICY:   Progress   Report   -   Definitions   of   Learning   Skills/Work  
Habits   

‘Engages   in   Activities’   means   that   the   student:  
- Is   self-motivated   and   attentive   in   class.  
- Has   a   positive   attitude.   
- Contributes   to   discussions   during   group   work.   
- Is   passionate   and   curious.  

A   student   who   does   not   engage   well   in   activities   speaks   about   something   in   a   way   that   shows  
they   think   it   is   ridiculous.  
 
‘Shows   Initiative’   means   that   the   student:  

1. Shows   independence.  
2. Has   foresight   and   reads   ahead.  
3. Seeks   help   and   asks   questions   when   confused.  

4. Is   responsible   for   their   own   learning.  
A   student   who   does   not   show   initiative   runs   to   the   teacher   for   everything,   relies   on   peers,   and  
blames   the   test   or   the   teacher   for   poor   performance.   

 
Clarity   for   LS/WH   supports   Owen   with   guidance   and   helps   teachers   help   students   improve.  
Thanks   to   teachers    for   the   collaborative   work   to   come   to   common   understandings.   Work   will  
continue   until   all   LS/WH   are   included.   
  

GUIDE   STUDENTS  
1. As   mid   terms   approach,   remind   students   of   the   importance   of    communication :   tell   them  

to   ask   you   first   if   they   have   questions   or   concerns.   It’s   a   key   to   moving   forward   positively.   
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2. As   they   make   plans   for   March   Break,   remind   students   to   take   precautions   in   regards   to  
the    coronavirus .   The   Ontario   government   advises   people   to   take   these   everyday   steps  
to   reduce   exposure   to   the   virus   and   protect   their   health:  
● wash   your   hands   often   with   soap   and   water   or   alcohol-based   hand   sanitizer  
● sneeze   and   cough   into   your   sleeve  
● avoid   touching   your   eyes,   nose   or   mouth  
● avoid   contact   with   people   who   are   sick  
● stay   home   if   you   are   sick  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus  

MID   TERM   REPORT   TIME   APPROACHES  
REMINDERS:  

● Mid   Term   reports   will   be   issued   on    March   31 .   Teachers   should   have   3   evaluations  
completed   to   determine   the   report   card   mark.   

● Note   that   the   mid   term   is   very   high   stakes   for   grade   12   students   applying   to   university.  
Admission   is   granted   on   the   basis   of   these   marks.   For   teachers,   this   means   that   the   mid  
term   mark   must   accurately   reflect   student   achievement.   

 
ESTABLISHING   PURPOSE   FOR   A   LESSON  
Establishing   the   purpose   of   a   lesson,   often   through   written   learning   goals,   is   a   common  
educational   practice.   An   established   purpose   using   clear   goals   alerts   learners   to   the   important  
information   and   garners   their   attention   while   helping   teachers   decide   how   best   to   use   their  
instructional   time.   Consider   the   following   learning   goal/content   purpose   statement:   “To   identify  
the   steps   in   the   life   cycle   of   the   frog”.   
 
After   reading   the   statement,   do   you   know   what   the   teacher   wants   her   students   to   learn?   Could  
you   identify   instructional   materials   or   plan   instructional   events   that   would   help   guide   students?  
Could   you   identify   an   assessment   that   would   reveal   which   students   had   mastered   this  
information?   Hopefully,   your   answer   to   each   of   these   questions   is   ‘yes’.   
 
While   we   can   improve   the   quality   of   the   statement,   perhaps   by   increasing   relevance,   our   point   is  
that    a   clearly   established   purpose   drives   instruction.   We   don’t   ask   student   to   infer   the  
purpose;   we   clearly   state   it ”.   (The   Purposeful   Classroom,   Fisher   and   Frey)  
 
Reflect   on   your   daily   learning   goals:    Do   they   establish   the    purpose   of   the   lesson ;   not  
merely   state   tasks   to   be   performed?   
 

Friday:   Progress   Reports  
Monday:   Assembly   -   Determining   Grades   (GC),   Staff   Meeting   at   3:10  
Tuesday:   Collaborative   Conference   on   the   Progress   Report   -   LS/WH   

Thursday:   Guidance   time  

An   investment   in   knowledge   pays   the   best   interest.     Benjamin   Franklin  
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