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Staff News  

We are very pleased to announce that Ms. Jessica Jensen has  

joined the teaching staff at WISS.  

Welcome Jessica!  

In our attempt to improve our online learning model in Term 1, WISS  

engaged Linda Li to provide academic support to students as a  

supplement to their daily class instruction. Results were very positive  

thanks to Linda’s work. We are pleased to announce that Linda will  

continue in her academic support role in Term 2. Great work, Linda! 

School Staff  

Please meet our WISS Staff  

 
 

 
 

Math/Sciences  English/Business/Arts 

Ben Newson  Greg McGaughey 

Nader Farahi  Royce Madigan 

Ali Ashgar  Jessica Jensen 

Student Services  Administrative Assistant 

Owen Wu  

Linda Li 

Laura Cant 

School News  

Term 1 ended on a very positive note with strong medians in senior 

courses: Grade 11 English Median: 86%  

Grade 11 Math Median: 81%  

Grade 12 English Median: 86%  

Grade 12 Math Median: 91%  

Congratulations to teachers and students for a very 

successful Term 1! 



 
 

Staff Meeting  

Our regular weekly Staff Meeting will be on Mondays at 10:50 a.m. on MST.  

Royce will convene meetings. On this Monday’s agenda is a proposal to modify  

periods 3 and 4 in the evenings and fix the wording of the periods. One of the  

periods will be called the Learning Period (synchronous) and the other will be the 

asynchronous period with students studying independently. Give it some thought 

before the meeting. Royce will address this agenda item.  

Food for Thought  

In a recent article in the Hamilton Spectator, a high school teacher argues  

strongly for ‘traditional classrooms’ with students facing the front of the  

room and teachers providing direct instruction; it’s “better for student  

learning”. The teacher quotes research to support his claim: “Traditional,  

teacher-centered schools, according to research and practise, are  

more effective than progressive, student-centred schools for the  

academic achievement of most children”.  

Ontario lags behind other countries in results on international assessments  

of Math and the finger of blame points to the discovery teaching method.  

Parents demanded changes and the Ontario government listened,  

announcing a change in the approach to teaching Math in elementary  

schools, away from discovery or progressive math to something more  

traditional.  

Direct instruction has been pushed to the edges of mainstream education  

despite the fact that teacher-centred instruction yields strong results. Are  

we, as educators, putting on blinders in thinking that progressive  

approaches are superior even when faced with poor results from this kind of 

instruction?  

Will we move back to the future where “... the teacher is perceived as the  

active agent in the process, determining goals and criteria for successful  

achievement, delivering instruction, and evaluating student achievement at the end 

of a period of learning”? Or, will we go in the direction of Growing Success  
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where “... student and teacher learn together in a collaborative relationship? 

“Where you’re going, you don’t need roads.” 
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