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Staff News  

We are very pleased at WISS when teachers move forward in their careers 

and we wish to recognize 2 WISS teachers in this regard: 

1. Greg McGaughey has accepted a position with his local public school 

board. Even better news? Greg will continue to teach at WISS as a 

part-time teacher.  

2. Royce Madigan will take on additional responsibilities at WISS in 

Term 2 in his capacity as Assistant to the Principal. He will have 

supervisory responsibility with authority delegated to him by the 

Principal. 

 

We wish to extend our sincere congratulations to Greg and to Royce as they 

expand their horizons and continue to grow as professional educators.  

 

School News  

As a result of the Ministry of Education’s directive, WISS will not have final 

exams in any courses during this school year. Instead, teachers will 

develop culminating activities that will take different forms such as 

presentations or demonstrations of what they have learned. Students will 

apply their knowledge in the form of a performance and the teacher will 

assess their performance using criteria. The culminating activity counts 

significantly in a student’s final grade.  

 

WISS will showcase students’ culminating activities during the last 

week of class in Term 1. A showcase provides an opportunity for students 

to describe to an audience what they learned, through a display of 

something they created or through a demonstration. 

 

Online Learning 

In Term 2, most students will take their courses online at WISS. We 

determined that it is the best learning model for the school at this time. 

Teachers have had a great deal of experience with online teaching and the 

school increased its capacity in managing online learning in Term 1. We are 

confident that our model will work well for all students.  

 

Teachers, in particular in online classes, will build on a teaching 

methodology that encourages students to learn independently and to take 

more responsibility for their own learning outside of the classroom. In the 
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WISS model, students will work independently under the supervision of a 

teacher. The teacher will take attendance, do an introduction, and explain 

the tasks/assignments to be prepared, then allow students to work on their 

own for the remainder of the independent time. During this time, students 

are expected to prepare for their next class by, for example, watching 

teacher-prepared videos, reading, or doing research. They build their 

knowledge outside the classroom.  

 

Class time - face to face time - focuses more on ‘taking up homework’ and 

engaging students in higher order thinking skills such as evaluating and 

analysing. This methodology is called flipped learning.  
 

Management System 

WISS enjoyed great success in Term 1 using Microsoft Teams as the 

teaching/learning platform. It is proving to be an excellent collaboration 

platform that allows for document sharing with students, online meetings, 

and many other useful features. In term 2, we will continue to increase our 

expertise in using Microsoft Teams. 

 

What do students like and not like about  learning online? 

Like: 
● Slower pace of remote learning.  

● Being able to sleep a little later.  

● Moving at their own pace. 

● Being able to eat what they want when they want it. 

  

Don’t like: 
● Getting less individual attention from the teacher while doing their 

work.  

● Dealing with sometimes-glitchy technology.  

● Being more distracted at home. 

● Having a harder time completing their work. 

 
 

“If you want to teach people a new way of thinking, don’t 

bother trying to teach them. Instead, give them a tool, the use 

of which will lead to new ways of thinking.” R. Buckminster Fuller, 

Author, Inventor, Architect 
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